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A was o0 sk by the lo-man group Bioe
hersrs, Blue Soup (ro sedakion} and Slesancer
Brodsky, For Guelmsn, Fal's the poink b0 aliow
inlernabions! curalons bo see Russian arlisls’
and it may abo inkoduce conlemparany ar bo
iy FisaEns wiho slil want il B baceaistic’
Accardirg o Guelmnan, lides Fiss boen
Mk v e past 15 years. Fussian art has
thanged signilicantly, Irm anly twa growps &l
lhe end of the 1980= — Mosoow
Concaplestists {such sz Kababow) and Savet
reslisls — i an overly Rusbsan chrade in the
mid- | 380 Cpreouraned by Toreign callechan),
o & conbemporany scere in which ‘arlists
represent & lond of freedams fresdom 1o speak
whal youw think, freedom notl fo love president’
Thal may sourd romantic, bt Guelman
mainkzins fhat Rusgan art shauld be judged
alongeide k= glohal courderpars
firtists are fighfing some very local battes
nanethefess. On his way o the galleny

Lol Wi Ctenian,
oo, P S

o Wadg, HKER, 15D
sectriodl cinedls, il

P 1 hibeziond ARV

Sidn Hioraidohs Pogicnts
Yrin'th Wlydan;, 200D [E,
sty aph Balow:
Wesananr Pogorrteisky,
st Avorsd, NI, il

m careme, 5] 1 Flem

sornmont calkd Gisstmean on his mobds dor an
upkaie: on complands from the Orthados
Chunch a0t two pieces in te show. One
offersdar, by Maring Koldeboskaya, featured &
rixd, plastic cuf-oul of Chest's hasd hurdg in
frond of B Saleision that payed a loog of
comrmanciale, 1t usad o b thenugh ®e dacs
of o Hreait i fowind pandise; eopllcates
Giuslman, But now it 5 though adeardsing
For decadent weatemers [pry hand's upl,
lhi prerd i 50 Danal It srecks of the days
whien TW was 8 novelly and churchgoing
an abigalion, And pel Mostow s Fardly 8
nackwater: io onow-plod Sinsain ano lired wilh
dagignes shops, SLVE and billonares. Sunaly,
# Guelman is dghl and Fussian arl desamves o
o judged mlernalionaly, e oughf (o expect
mare than a moeaksing are-liner, évwan i il
dhes parfur the Orihodas bigwigs

bry Fact, B hod o Kusaian wodk e alf a
sanClMGnics pong; curakons; b, delended
A by ils efical conlent Bera Zaitsa
and Julia Aksanpes, resporsible for Mo
Comnment’, decided T rabs an ashiifon of
young Arksls bacause they are vary senaitve
e moacial prodlems, immadistely mthing Philip
Comstoy's T TR0 (2004) o dlustrde their
piink The inslallaban featured three figures
wrapped inred, while and Bue clath (aka the
Russan flag), aghos from an internal light
srniiee The fife i fhe chemical famulbs of
corcar, #nd Faiksevs was keen to poeint aut
that Dansloy wished to comment on the new
Russan obeession with weadth and pleasure
Since when do arlists wan aler sacety to the
pitfalls af drugs rather fhan fake them?

e sametmes a litle stugress could be
sharp and witky, Mioolai Degnikoy's video
Showoase (3005) porlrayed a soprano ina
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mall snging brard nameas as i she wens
adfing ool am anie AREgh e poink Bl
Fussians have replaced High culturs with high
PricEs, 'was abvicus, the colision was funmy.

IF ey Coimireesn 7 yeas & o sl wih
4 shaky thames, Poal-Despora’ offered a
ghronger presmde and some sxcelent wark.
Curabor Ol Bolperking, based in the US far
Ihe pasl six yearm, was inberested inhow ‘many
eastern Evrdpeans are assimilaled and e
avereaEne, bul robody ever et an it
Faksh-born arfis| Josma Marosska put an
afl in e MNew' Foek Review of Boaks that read:
Haspangids, rafable woman who's passianate
aboul dameslic chorse ic avibbie for cleaning
and other househoid dules in exchange for
lecture in &y academic feld (pspecialy
philcsophyl! The resuliing senes of viieos
shewss the arfist clesnirg and imreng, cvedaid
with & =oundfrack of academics lechuring
about — 0 take one example — how the
exisience af the howler mankey is no proot
of providence: Malbnowska played with fha
sterenhype of the eastern Ewropean cleaner,
bast alsa showed up fhe social desolation of
het lachoers, Likewise, the video Harools W
(2004}, by Mathearlands-based Moldovan Pavel
Eraifa, documenis fhe desperation evinced
by the flimsy, faus-apdent houses uld i
ther Romany of his nathve coumdny, Tha Bach
saurdtrack, all mid-Ewrnpean confidance
and sereriby, browghd ouf e hm.:l.rl-:n:-rrlng
fruithessress of their aspimbons

Despie its unndy soe, the hagh pain-in-the
arse factor pased by Mosoow (1 was hassled
by both cops and crockes] and some banal
curating, the owarall almasphans a1 tha
Biernals was upbeal, 50 kefs hope thame's
ancither; M come againy | $ey grant ma o viss




Sleeping giant

Moscow's first biennial has its flaws,
but at least Craig Burnett got 1o see
some underexposed Russian art

Rigia i€ aflen portrayed as a cubiure held
Ing=ther by diak=ctical bensons: anstocrat and
seif, Asa and Eurcpe. beauty and sufiering.
oo as the naugural Moscow Blennale -
subiled Thaleclics af Hope' — opened at
the foomer Lenin Museum, it seemed fitting
tharl the Stale Duma approved & hill Shat wall
permil the gouvernment {0 refuse an entry visa
io anyone wha is dsespectful foeses the
coandry. Sare, Iet's imahe ariists from all gear
the world lo discuss the hudure, but don'®
manticon Putin's thig)gish plcies o Rissa's
by capitalism: wa meght nod imdte:wou
back, Well, ro disrespact, bid that's no way fo
strt a dialogue or o ingtil hopa that theare wil
bea Bannale in 2007, H thera is arathar, lat
me sugest one thing: mid-winter & no lime
ko bl an imlgrnabional an bash in Moscow
il Fesw fancagn ertisle will miss tha iy
spnckifis aof Red Square. The Biernale is mol
for fream, but for the Muscouiles, Tor whom
F otfers B taster of what's going on out There
in the arl weorld, Curabars Jsaph Backatsin,
Miodas Boutresud, Daresd Binbawm, Hans
Uikch-Chorist and Roas Martines sevsd up
a famibar group including Sandisgo Seera,
el Althamser, Jerary Delien Jobn Bock,
Jin Hguyen-Halsushiba, Yarg Fudorsg and
Ting Seghal, 55wl ag & choich ol lesse-
ko Russians, Iy this light Argenline afsat
Tomss Saracenc's L onco, 8 baach-ball
ot herebring in & jel ol &r wath & ling digetal
cemera laped 1oits surface thal progecied
eandiing il saw oo & nearby wall, seemed
1o potiray the Bienrede as an unblinking
Lyciops importunig Moscow b ealch up,
awl Cakdy up st wilh [he nest of Bhe workd.
50 ke The resl ol us - colleciors, curators,
Jerespedtiul puraisls — the Bienrale might
aller & usstul snapshot ol conlempoany
Rision art Thal it didl mossly heough a
Bunch ol salelfle shiras around tha city.
s 7, vutahsd by Moscow gallerist Maral
fasman, wirs & group show of the House of
At a mare of commeial galery spaces n
e vast, hangar-floe building that alsa houses
B Mew Tretpakow Galery of Russian A
fmeng asiablshed namess sich as Oieg ik
ind Dubasassky and Vinogradoy, thers b
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